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forced to retire. In 408, Alaric again invad-
ed Italy, and swept all before him. Rome
was three times besieged, and the third time
it was sacked and plundered, 410. Alaric
died while engaged in the siege of Ravenna,
and his successor, Ataulf, induced the Visi-
goths to turn their arms against his enemies
in Gaul. His successors increased their terri-
tory, till under Euric they not only held all
Gaul south of the Loire and west of the
Rhone, but subdued the greater part of the
Iberian peninsula. After the battle of Vo-
clad, near Poiters, 507, in which they were
defeated by Clovis, king of the Franks, the
Goths finally abandoned all their French ter-

famous general, Belisarius, to subdue Italy.
He had practically subdued the country
when he was recalled, through court jeal-
ousies, to Constantinople. Although sent
back to Italy in 544, he could effect nothing
against the soldier and ruler of genius whom
the Goths had made king over them. This
was Totila, who rapidly recovered Italy.
Justinian at last awoke to the seriousness of
the task, and entrusted it to his aged cham-
berlain, Narses, who led a huge army to in-
vade Italy from the north, and fought a de-
cisive battle at Taginse, where Totila was
killed. Under the newly-elected king, Teia,
the Goths made so desperate a stand at Mons

Gothenburg Harbor, the largest in Sweden.
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ritory except a strip on the Mediterranean.
Henceforth they were a Spanish power. At
length, their king, Reccared, 586-600, became
a convert to Catholicism, the Visigoths were
converted by battalions, and the clergy suc-
ceeded in making themselves supreme. The
Ostrogoths, released from their servitude by
the defeat of the Huns at Chalons, settled in
Pannonia, along the middle Danube, and for
a time were busy as enemies or allies of the
empire, till their young king, Theodoric, ob-
tained permission to invade Italy, as the
agent of the empire, to drive out Odoacer,
who had usurped the throne of the Western
empire. This was with some difficulty ac-
complished, and Theodoric, in fact, if not in
name, became king of Italy. After the. death
of Theodoric, the Emperor Justinian sent his

Lactarius, near Vesuvius, that the imperial
general was glad to grant them a safe-con-
duct out of Italy. Thus ended their history
as a nation. Consult H. Bradley5s Goths;
Hodgkin's Italy and her Invaders; Bryce's
Holy Roman Empire.
Gotland, the largest of the Swedish islands
in the Baltic Sea; is about 78 m. long and
30 m. wide. Agriculture and cattle-breeding,
quarrying, and lime-burning are the chief
occupations. As early as the 8th century Got-
land was tributary to Sweden. In 1030 St.
Olaf probably forced Christianity on the
Gotlanders. Denmark and Sweden held the
island alternately from 1361 to its definite
cession to Sweden in 1645; p. 53,804.
Goto, or Gotto, group of islands, Japan,
50 m. w. of Nagasaki.